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Barriers to Services
Aulivola, M. (2003). Outing domestic violence: Affording appropriate protections to gay
and lesbian victims. Family Court Review, 42(1), 162-177. doi: 10.1111/j.174-
1617.2004.tb00640.x
This article reiterates that the rates of DV in LGBT relationships are approximately the
same, statistically speaking, as in heterosexual couples. It goes on to discuss the lack of
services available to LGBT victims of DV as well as issues specific to same-sex DV;
issues such as outing, safety in shelters, and isolation. The article divides legal
protections for LGBT DV victims into three categories: clearly unavailable, neutrally
available, and affirmatively available.

Baker, N., Buick, J., Kim, S., Moniz, S., & Nava, K. (2012). Lessons from examining same-
sex intimate partner violence . Sex Roles, doi: 10.1007/s11199-012-0218-3
This article examines the inherent exclusion of same-sex couples in research related to
and theorizing about DV and IPV. The article goes on to discuss the ideological
frameworks, cultural narratives, and stereotypes that have been established by a hetero-
normative and patriarchal society. In addition, this article examines factors that have been
proven to be highly predictive of future violence, such as jealousy.

Carvalho, A., Lewis, R., Derlega, V., Winstead, B., & Viggiano, C. (2011). Internalized
sexual minority stressors and same-sex intimate partner violence. Journal of Family
Violence , 26(7), 501-509. doi: 10.1007/s10896-011-9384-2

This article discusses the unique stressors that gay men and lesbians feel as sexual
minorities. In addition, the article examines the relationship among internalized
homophobia, stigma consciences, and a victim’s willingness to self-report instances of
DV or IPV.

Duke, A., & Davidson, M. M. (2009). Same-sex intimate partner violence: Lesbian, gay, and
bisexual affirmative outreach and advocacy. Journal of Aggression, Maltreatment &
Trauma, 18(8), 795-816. doi: 10.1080/10926770903291787

This article presents a review of common societal myths and barriers to help-seeking
behaviors among same-sex victims of IPV that are unique to LGBT persons. In addition,
the article offers program guidelines for LGBT affirmative outreach services and
advocate training.

Luhtanen, M. L. (2007). Domestic violence in same-sex relationships. LawNow, 31(3), 18.
Retrieved from
http://go.galegroup.com/ps/i.do?id=GALE%7CA160104880&v=2.1&u=tall85761&it=r
&p=ITOF&sw=w
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This article examines the unique barriers that same-sex victims of DV experience due to
their sexual orientation. These include: difficulties finding and accessing services,
problems with stereotypical assumptions of same-sex relationships, specific differences
because an LGBT partner is involved, and the fear associated with the legal ramifications
of reporting an abusive partner.

Gay Specific
Greenwood, G. L., Relf, M. V., Huang, B., & Pollack, L. M. (2002). Battering victimization
among a probability-based sample of men who have sex with men. American Journal of
Public Health, 92(12), 1964-9. Retrieved from
https://login.proxy.lib.fsu.edu/login?url=http://search.proguest.com/docview/215101551
?accountid=4840
This article details a study that measures the prevalence of battering victimization among
gay men and identifies the characteristics of these men. The article finds that the rates of
victimization are substantially higher in urban gay men than among heterosexual men and
possibly heterosexual women. The article discusses the need for public health efforts.

McClennen, J. C., Summers, A. B., & Vaughan, C. (2002). Gay men's domestic violence:
Dynamics, help-seeking behaviors, and correlate. Journal of Gay & Lesbhian Social
Services, 14(1), 23-49. doi: 10.1300/J041v14n01_02

This article presents empirical evidence regarding the dynamics, help-seeking behaviors,
and correlates of gay men’s partner abuse by implementing a nationwide survey using
convenience sampling. Partner abuse between gay men occurs in many forms and
complies with the cycle of abuse. Help-seeking behaviors are limited and mostly remain
with informal sources. The correlates of dependency, jealousy, power imbalance, and
substance were found to be modest predictors of severity of abuse. Groundwork is laid
for future research.

Oringher, J., & Samuelson, K. W. (2011). Intimate partner violence and the role of
masculinity in male same-sex relationships . Traumatology, 17(2), 68-74. doi:
10.1177/1534765610395620

This article explores IPV in male same-sex relationships. Masculinity and male role
socialization have long been recognized as related to many forms of violent behavior, but
masculine behavior in gay men and its role in IPV have not been similarly studied. The
article finds that there is a high correlation between perpetrating acts of IPV and being
the victim of such acts. Greater conformity to traditional masculine norms, specifically,
aggressiveness and suppression of emotional vulnerability, was a significant predictor of
perpetrator physical violence over and above being the recipient of physical IPV acts.

General Information
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Brown, C. (2008). Gender-role implications on same-sex intimate partner abuse. Journal of
Family Violence , 23(6), 457-462. doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10896-008-9172-9

This article examines sociocultural factors that influence how same-sex IPV is viewed,
studied, reported, and treated, with a specific focus on the effects of gender-role
socialization and heterosexism. It summarizes the similarities and differences
experienced by heterosexual and same-sex couples. It explores how gender-role
socializations and heterosexism create and enforce stigmas and obstacles for validation
and reporting of this abuse. Suggestions for supportive legislation and implications for
helping professionals are provided.

Finneran, C., & Stephenson, R. (2012). Intimate partner violence among men who have sex
with men: A systematic review. Trauma Violence Abuse, 1-18. doi:
10.1177/1524838012470034

This article presents results from a systematic review of the literature on IPV among gay
men. The population characteristics of each study, definitions of IPV, prevalences of
different forms of IPV, and statistically tested correlates of IPV are summarized for each
study. The article reports that all forms of IPV occur among MSM at rates similar to or
higher than those documented among women. This review also finds significant
limitations in the reviewed literature.

Gillum, T., & DiFulvio, G. (2012). “there’s so much at stake” sexual minority youth discuss
dating violence. Violence Against Women, 18(7), 725-745. doi:
10.1177/1077801212455164

This article explores the perceptions of 109 LGBT youths aged 18-24 regarding dating
violence. Participants identified four main themes contributing to dating violence among
same-sex couples: homophobia (societal and internalized); negotiating socially prescribed
gender roles; assumed female connection; and other relationship issues.

Goldberg, N. G., & Meyer, I. H. (2011). Sexual orientation disparities in history of intimate
partner violence results from the california health interview survey. Journal of
Interpersonal Violence, 28(5), 1109-1118. doi: 10.1177/0886260512459384

This article examines and assesses the prevalence and predictors of IPV using a
probability sample of people aged 18 to 70. The article finds that rates of IPV are highest
among gay men and bisexual women.

Herrick, A. L., Lim, S. H., Plankey, M. W., Chmiel, J. S., Guadamuz, T. T., Kao, U.,
Shoptaw, S., Carrico, A., Ostrow, D., & R, Stall. (2012). Adversity and syndemic
production among men participating in the multicenter aids cohort study: A life-course
approach. American Journal of Public Health, 103(1), 79-85. doi:
10.2105/AJPH.2012.300810
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This article, using multivariate analysis, found that the majority of life-course predictor
variables (e.g., victimization, internalized homophobia) were significantly associated
with both the syndemic condition and the component psychosocial health outcomes
(depressive symptoms, stress, stimulant use, sexual compulsivity, intimate partner
violence). In addition, the article identified life-course events and conditions related to
syndemic production that may help to inform innovative interventions that will promote
health among MSM.

McClennen, J. C. (2005). Domestic violence between same-gender partners: Recent
findings and future research. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 20(2), 149-154. doi:
10.1177/0886260504268762

This article examines existing studies that reveal similarities between opposite- and
same-gender domestic violence in prevalence, types of abuse, and various dynamics, as
well as dispels myths and establishes a theoretical basis on which to conduct future
research.

Murray, C. E., & Keith Mobley, K. (2009). Empirical research about same-sex intimate
partner violence: A methodological review. Journal of Homosexuality, 56(3), 361-386.
doi: 10.1080/00918360902728848

This article presents a systematic review of empirical research examining intimate partner
violence among same-sex couples. The results from seventeen studies indicated that the
existing body of research examining same-sex IPV demonstrates some common
methodological strengths and limitations. The article conclude with a list of
recommendations for future research based on research results.

Rothman, E., Exner, D., & Baughman, A. (2011). The prevalence of sexual assault against
people who identify as gay, lesbian, or bisexual in the united states: A systematic
review. Trauma Violence Abuse, 12(2), 55-66. doi: 10.1177/1524838010390707

This article systematically reviews 75 studies that examine the prevalence of DV and IPV
among LGBT persons in the US. The article reviews the reported prevalence of lifetime
DV and IPV. The studies are grouped into those that used a probability sampling
technique and those that used a non-probability sampling technique. 139,635 LGBT
respondents participated in the studies reviewed. In addition, the challenges of assessing
DV and IPV with LGBT populations are discussed, as well as the implications for
practice, policy, and future research.

Seelau, S. M., & Seelau, E. P. (2005). Gender-role stereotypes and perceptions of
heterosexual, gay and lesbian domestic violence. Journal of Family Violence , 20(6), 363-
371. doi: 10.1007/s10896-005-7798-4
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This article replicates and extends previous research demonstrating that perceptions of
heterosexual and same-sex domestic violence are generally consistent with gender-role
stereotypes. In addition, the article measures perceptions of severity of DV and IPV via
case scenario implementation and finds that victim sex, rather than sexual orientation, is
the most potent predictor, according to responses.

Stephenson, R., Rentsch, C., Salazar, L., & Sullivan, P. (2011). Dyadic characteristics and
intimate partner violence among men who have sex with men. West J Emerg Med,
12(3), 324-332. Retrieved from http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3117609/

This article recognizes IPV as an important issue in same-sex relationships and finds that
there is a lack of attention to characteristics of these relationships that may be associated
with IPV. In addition, the article examines the associations between dyadic
characteristics, perpetrating, and experiencing IPV among a sample of gay US men.

Todahl, J. L., Linville, D., Bustin, A., Wheeler, J., & Gau, J. (2009). Sexual assault support
services and community systems: Understanding critical issues and needs in the Igbtq
community. Violence Against Women, 15(8), 952-976. doi: 10.1177/1077801209335494

This article examines the individual social conditions that create important considerations
for LGBT victims of DV and IPV. In addition, this article employs an exploratory,
mixed-methods study that examines community attitudes of LGBT persons and their
associated responses to LGBT victims of violence. The article finds that there is low
community support and awareness of LGBT DV and IPV and recommends strategies to
combat the disparity.

Lesbian Specific
Basow, S. A., & Thompson, J. (2012). Service providers. Journal of Interpersonal Violence,
27(7), 1225-1241. doi: 10.1177/0886260511425241

This article discusses an online vignette study of 283 DV shelters in regards to women
experiencing IPV. The article finds that while lesbian women were not overtly
discriminated against, her role as a victim was taken less seriously than her heterosexual
counterpart. In addition, the article discusses the level of acceptance of lesbian women as
clients and provides implications for service providers.

Hardesty, J. L., Oswald, R. F., Khaw, L., & Fonseca, C. (2011). Lesbian/bisexual mothers
and intimate partner violence: Help seeking in the context of social and legal
vulnerability. Violence Against Women, 17(1), 28-46. doi: 10.1177/1077801209347636

This article explores the helping systems and help-seeking behaviors of mothers in same-
sex relationships who have experienced IPV. The article finds that help-seeking
behaviors are affected by the support one receives from informal networks and also the
perceived stigma of identifying as a lesbian.
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Hassouneh, D., & Glass, N. (2008). The influence of gender role stereotyping on women's
experiences of female same-sex intimate partner violence. Violence Against Women,
14(3), 310-325. doi: 10.1177/1077801207313734

This article examines the unique risks, as well as protective factors, in female same-sex
relationships. Findings indicate that gender role stereotyping shapes women's experiences
of IPV by influencing individual, familial, community, and societal perceptions and
responses to this phenomenon.

Jindasurat, C. (2013). Lgbtq sexual violence. Sexual Assault Report, 16(4), 49; 59-61.
This article identifies that same-sex IPV is underreported. In addition, the article
discusses the lack of services available specifically to LGBT victims of IPV. The article
acknowledges a lack of awareness regarding same-sex IPV and discusses sexual violence
within the context of other forms of violence. Implications for professionals are
discussed.

Little, B., & Terrance, C. (2010). Perceptions of domestic violence in lesbian relationships:
Stereotypes and gender role expectations. Journal of Homosexuality, 57(3), 429-440. doi:
10.1080/00918360903543170

This article examines violence between leshian couples being dismissed as “mutually
combative,” expectations that support this perception are examined. Women perceived
their situation as more dangerous than did men. However, among women, the plausibility
of the victim's claim, and blame assigned to the perpetrator and victim, varied as a
function of the physical appearance of the couple. Implications of this research as well as
future directions are discussed.

Simpson, E. K., & Helfrich, C. A. (2007). Lesbian survivors of intimate partner violence:
Provider perspectives on barriers to accessing services. Journal of Gay & Lesbian Social
Services, 18(2), 39-59. doi: 10.1300/J041v18n02_03

This article examines service barriers of lesbian domestic violence survivors using
qualitative interviews. Constant comparative methods identified service barriers
including: Systemic barriers, institutional barriers, and individual barriers.

Turell, S., & Herrmann, M. (2008). “family” support for family violence: Exploring
community support systems for lesbian and bisexual women who have experienced
abuse. Journal of Lesbian Studies, 12(2-3), 211-224. doi: 10.1080/10894160802161372

This article examines several tiers of unmet needs within the LGBT community by the
LGBT community regarding DV and IPV. The article provides detailed accounts of
services available to LGBT community members, both at the micro and macro levels,
with a particular emphasis on lesbian victims.
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Other
Burke, T. W., Jordan, M. L., & Owen, S. S. (2002). A cross-national comparison of gay and
lesbian domestic violence. Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice, 18(3), 231-257.
doi: 10.1177/1043986202018003003
This article examines the occurrences of same-sex DV in both the United States and
Venezuela. The article discusses prevalence rates equal to heterosexual DV and gauges
respondents’ attitudes toward their respective legal systems. In addition, conclusions and
practical implications are offered.

Farley, N. (1996). A survey of factors contributing to gay and lesbian domestic violence.
Journal of Gay & Lesbian Social Services, 4(1), 35-42. doi: 10.1300/J041v04n01_04
This article uses demographic profiles from 288 perpetrators who have been referred to
treatment for DV or IPV. The article seeks to discover any predominance among
perpetrators. In addition, the article reveals a high incidence of personal histories of abuse
among gay and lesbian adults, as well as an equally high incidence of secondary abusive
behaviors.

Jackson Heintz, A., & Melendez, R. M. (2006). Intimate partner violence and hiv/std risk
among lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender individuals. Journal of Interpersonal
Violence, 21(2), 193-208. doi: 10.1177/0886260505282104

This article examines the HIV risk among LGBT persons who are victims of IPV and DV
and is based off of a survey of 58 LGBT persons. In addition, this article identifies
specific percentages of prevalence rates among LGBT persons and discusses the power
dynamics in LGBT relationships. The article also discusses clinical implications.

McClennen, J. C. (2003). Researching gay and lesbian domestic violence: The journey of a
non-lgbt researcher. Journal of Gay & Lesbian Social Services, 15(1-2), 31-45. doi:
10.1300/J041v15n01_03

This article examines the author’s personal journey as a heterosexual woman conducting
research on domestic violence within the LGBT community. Eight innovative strategies
to overcome methodological barriers are discussed with particular interest.

McKenry, P. C., Serovich, J. M., Mason, T. L., & Mosack, K. (2006). Perpetration of gay
and lesbian partner violence: A disempowerment perspective. Journal of Family
Violence , 21(4), 233-243. doi: 10.1007/s10896-006-9020-8

This article acknowledges that gay men and lesbians experience DV at rates as high as, or
higher than heterosexuals, yet there is a noticeable absence of empirical research
investigating this phenomenon. This article investigates same-sex IPV from a
disempowerment perspective to determine the influence of individual characteristics,
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family of origin factors, and intimate relationship factors. Implications for practitioners
working with gay men and lesbians experiencing partner violence are discussed.

Turell, S., Herrmann, M., Hollander, G., & Galletly, C. (2012). Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender communities’ readiness for intimate partner violence prevention. Journal
of Gay & Lesbhian Social Services, 24(3), 289-310. doi: 10.1080/10538720.2012.697797

This article reveals the low level of community preparedness among LGBT persons when
dealing with LGBT DV and IPV. The article suggests specific steps aimed at increasing
awareness of DV and IPV among the LGBT community.

Turell, S. C., & Cornell-Swanson, L. (2005). not all alike:within-group differences in
seeking help for same-sex relationship abuses. Journal of Gay & Lesbian Social Services,
18(1), 71-88. doi: 10.1300/J041v18n01_06

This article examines the within group differences among members of the LGBT
community who seek services related to DV and IPV and examines the services which
are sought in relation to their usefulness. The article examines the differences based on
age, income, gender, sexual orientation, and ethnicity and identifies all differences in
chart form.

Police Involvement
Pattavina, A., Hirschel, D., Buzawa, E., Faggiani, D., & Bentley, H. (2007). A comparison of
the police response to heterosexual versus same-sex intimate partner violence. Violence
Against Women, 13(4), 374-394. doi: 10.1177/1077801207299206
This article examines whether or not similar cases involving DV and IPV of same-sex
and heterosexual couples result in the same police responses, as it has been argued that
police do not respond to DV calls involving same-sex couples in the same manner that
they respond to incidents involving heterosexual couples. The article utilizes the 2000
National Incident Based Reporting System database, which contains 176,488 intimate
partner assaults and intimidation incidents reported to 2,819 police departments in 19
states.

Tesch, B., Bekerian, D., English, P., & Harrington, E. (2010). Same-sex domestic violence:
why victims are more at risk. International Journal of Police Science & Management,
12(4), 526-535. doi: 10.1350/ijps.2010.12.4.204

This article examines police officers' general knowledge, experience, and training in the
area of same-sex DV via a survey. The article reveals that many officers have
encountered same-sex DV calls. Previous research studies suggest that same-sex DV and
opposite-sex DV have an equivalent frequency rate, this study finds that police officers
are encountering same-sex DV regularly. However, a lack of training renders cases of
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same-sex DV more difficult for officers, as training in same-sex DV is not as readily
available as is training for opposite-sex violence.

Screening
Ard, K., & Makadon, H. (2011). Addressing intimate partner violence in lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender patients. Journal of General Internal Medicine, 26(8), 930-
933. doi: 10.1007/s11606-011-1697-6
This article discusses the disparities found in LGBT screening for IPV. The article
addresses the burden of IPV in LGBT relationships, discusses the differences between
heterosexual and LGBT IPV, highlights the prevalence and characteristics of IPV in

LGBT relationships, and outlines the steps clinicians should take when addressing IPV in
their LGBT patients.

Brown, M., & Groscup, J. (2009). Perceptions of same-sex domestic violence among crisis
center staff. Journal of Family Violence , 24(2), 87-93. doi: 10.1007/s10896-008-9212-5
This article conducts a study of 120 crisis center staff embers regarding their views on
LGBT DV and IPV. Participants rated cases in which two same-sex partners were
involved as less severe than if the couple had been heterosexual. In addition, participants
felt that same-sex DV did not get worse over time. The article also covered bias and
homophobia in the mental health field and the importance of crisis intervention.



