
Clearinghouse 

on Supervised Visitation 

Phone Conference Agenda 
February 19, 2020 

12PM/11CT 

Discussion 

1. Welcome and Announcements – Everyone is invited!
2. Check the listings on the website to ensure your program information

is up to date and correct for the quarterly report. If you need to add or
change anything email Lyndi Bradley at lbradley2@fsu.edu

3. NEW REQUIREMENT for A&V Report: “Do you have a child support
case with the State of FL Child Support Services?”

4. Questions from Directors
5. Overview of FL Child Abuse Death Review Report
6. Post-Traumatic Growth
7. Poisoning Prevention Handout

mailto:lbradley2@fsu.edu




We received a few questions regarding the expectations for completing the new data and wanted to 
share the below updates to assist with implementing this new requirement. 

• SAV programs do not need to re-submit quarterly reports to DCF for the Oct – Dec 2019
service period.

• Guidance received from the federal program about the new requirement was that the
existing child support data element for the SAV grant has changed from “optional” to
“mandatory.”  A simple yes or no to the child support question is all they are asking for at
this time.

• SAV programs will need to be sure that any cases with services from Oct 1, 2019 through
September 30, 2020 have the new question answered in the database for Visitors and
Custodians.

• For all existing cases, during the reporting year it is acceptable for programs to make
changes in the database about the child support question even though the case was
accepted earlier. This may include updating older or even closed cases in the database.

• The goal is to have a complete report by September 30, 2020 to indicate whether or not
there is child support involvement in every case entered that year.

• FSU is working on revising the database report and expects to have it reconfigured for the
next reporting cycle (January – March 2020).  Once they have the new report configured, the
report will show red errors where this question is missing which should help the SAV
programs identify cases that need to be updated, if any.

• SAV programs may want to consider adding the child support question to their intake form
to obtain the information.

• FSU staff are available to the SAV programs for any questions and/or technical assistance
with the new data reporting.  In addition, the FSU Clearinghouse reviewed this topic on their
last statewide monthly conference call for SAV programs and plan to include this topic again
on their call next month.  FSU contacts are Kelly O’Rourke at kes2523@my.fsu.edu or (850)
222-3845 and Karen Oehme at koehme@fsu.edu or (850) 644-6303.

Thank you for your assistance with this new requirement. 

mailto:kes2523@my.fsu.edu
mailto:koehme@fsu.edu




Executive Summary 

Analysis of the 2018 case review data reveal that regardless of maltreatment verification status, 

children under the age of five have the highest number of child deaths called to the Florida Abuse 

Hotline. The three leading causes of child death in 2018 CADR cases are: 

1. Sleep-related Infant Death:  Sleep-related infant deaths represent 40.3% of all preventable
child fatalities called into the Florida Abuse Hotline. Children placed to sleep on adult beds,
couches and other soft surfaces are at significant risk of suffocation. An infant sharing a sleep
surface with another child or an adult also poses a risk for sleep-related death.

2. Drowning:  is the second leading cause of preventable child death, representing 21.8% of all
preventable child death cases. Drowning primarily affects children under the age of five.
According to the American Academy of Pediatrics, nearly 70% of child drowning occurs during
non-swimming activities. For handouts about water safety in English and Spanish see these two
links: Water Safety (English) and Water Safety (Spanish)

3. Inflicted Trauma: is the third most frequent cause of preventable child death, representing
8.3% of child fatalities called into the hotline. Inflicted trauma includes abuse to a child by way
of bodily force, such as the use of fists, hands and feet or by the use of weapons and firearms

Prevention Recommendations 

The following prevention recommendations developed by the State CADR Committee provide an 

overview of strategies and approaches intended to address preventable child fatalities in Florida: 

 Continue efforts to relay timely information to caregivers regarding the safety of children. The
Governor’s Office of Adoption and Child Protection (OACP) has utilized monthly statewide
webinars to highlight health, safety, education and employment topics to increase awareness
and promote action within local communities.

 Develop strategies to ensure consistent and coordinated prevention-related messaging across
local and state agencies. The Ounce of Prevention Fund of Florida (The Ounce) is a leader of
statewide child abuse prevention campaigns including abuse prevention, water safety, safe
sleep, look before you lock and coping with crying. The Ounce works with state agencies,
including DOH, DCF, Florida Department of Juvenile Justice and the Governor’s Office on
prevention messaging. Regular prevention meetings are held to ensure that all agencies are
coordinating messages with evidence-based methods and recommendations informed by the
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), CADR and other reliable sources.

 Expand efforts to collect data related to co-occurring substance abuse and mental health
disorders

 Increase messaging around appropriate supervision and barriers of protection as primary
factors in drowning prevention. Local CADR Committees around the state provide the
following;

• Outreach to pool supply companies to provide water safety educational materials for
new customers.

• Distribution of water-safety educational materials to families engaged in local social
services.

• Participation in community events, providing water-safety education to the public.

https://familyvio.csw.fsu.edu/sites/g/files/upcbnu1886/files/Water%20Safety_0.pdf
https://familyvio.csw.fsu.edu/sites/g/files/upcbnu1886/files/La%20Seguridad%20del%20Agua.pdf


• Use of social media campaign to further advance public awareness of drowning
prevention

 Continue to support programs and practices that enhance parenting skills and coordinate
services provided to expectant mothers and partners. Circuit 12 CADR developed and
implemented an educational outreach program, “Healthy Pregnancy and Child Safety
Training,” designed to provide valuable information to Recovery Pod Inmates at the Manatee
County Jail. This program provides two hours of training and education to male and female
inmates covering topics including the impact of substance use and abuse during pregnancy
and substance exposed newborns. Additionally, this program educates inmates on general
child maltreatment, prevention of sleep-related infant death, and child death due to inflicted
trauma.

Statutory Authority 

Section 383.402, Florida Statutes (Appendix A) 

PROGRAM PURPOSE 

• Develop a community-based approach to address child abuse deaths and
• contributing factors.
• Achieve a greater understanding of the causes and contributing factors of deaths
• resulting from child abuse or neglect.
• Identify gaps, deficiencies, or problems in service delivery to children and families by
• public and private agencies that may be related to child abuse deaths.
• Develop data-driven recommendations for reducing child abuse and neglect deaths.
• Implement such recommendations, to the extent possible.

State Child Abuse Death Review Committee 

A representative of DOH, appointed by the State Surgeon General, serves as the committee 

coordinator. 

In addition to DOH, the State CADR Committee is composed of representatives from the 

following departments, agencies, or organizations: 

• Department of Legal Affairs
• Department of Children and Families
• Department of Law Enforcement
• Department of Education
• Florida Prosecuting Attorneys Association, Inc.
• Florida Medical Examiners Commission, whose representative must be a forensic pathologist



Contact the Clearinghouse at 
850-644-1715

Case Review Statistics 

This report includes information on closed child fatality cases which have been reviewed and 

entered into the National Center for Review and Prevention Case Reporting System. 



Summary Points 

As of October 15, 2019, 438 child fatalities for 2018 were called into the Florida Abuse Hotline. 

Of these child death incidents: 

• 394 were closed by DCF
• 44 were still open or recently closed, therefore case information was unavailable
• Of the 394 closed cases for which the information was available for review, 325 reviews were

completed, with the remainder of cases (69) scheduled for review after October 15, 2019.
Please note that this report applies only to the 325 cases reviewed. Findings are qualified by
this fact and may change once all referenced child fatalities are reviewed. Consideration will be
given toward supplemental analyses of the remaining 2018 fatalities (113) upon case closure
and review.

• There were seven Local CADR Committees with 25 or more child fatality cases called into the
hotline in 2018. These include: Circuit 4 (52), Circuit 13 (39), Circuit 11 (38), Circuit 10 (33),
Circuit 9 (30), Circuit 17 (30), Circuit 5 (29).

• Of the 83 verified maltreatment deaths reviewed, 60 (72.2%) were the result of neglect, and 23
(27.7%) were the result of abuse.

Location of Childs Death 

In this report, the word “county” refers to where the incident took place, not necessarily the county 

where the death occurred or the county of a child’s residence. Use of the incident county provides 

more meaningful data regarding the death event. Additional information on the location of child 

death is available in Appendix F. Of the top three primary causes of death regardless of verification 

status: 
• 68 of 131 (51.9%) of all sleep-related deaths occurred in five counties: Broward, Duval,

• Hillsborough, Orange and Polk. Duval County alone accounted for 24 of 131 (18.3%) of



• all sleep-related deaths
• 34 of 71 (47.9%) of all drownings occurred in five counties: Broward, Duval, Hillsborough, Pasco

and Volusia
• 27 deaths due to inflicted trauma occurred across 15 counties, with 4 occurring in Orange

County (14.8%)

Current Issues Affecting Florida’s Children and Families 

• Co-occurring disorders; involving both mental health issues and substance abuse have a
continued prevalence throughout Florida and a significant impact on the well-being of children
in our state. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) reports
almost all persons struggling with substance abuse are also dually diagnosed with mental
health disorders including Post-Traumatic Stress disorder (PTSD) and a variety of depressive
and anxiety related disorders.

• Opioid crisis; it continues to have a severe impact on the welfare of Florida’s children including
an increase in the number of children born addicted to opioids.

• Suicide; The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) identified suicide as the eighth
leading cause of death in the state of Florida, identifying death by suicide as a serious public
health issue.







 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



POISONING

PREVENTION 
BEST WAYS TO PREVENT A CHILD'S ACCIDENTAL

POISONING 

Children are at risk of ingesting anything they are able to reach, thus putting them in

danger of accidentally eating or drinking a poisonous product.

Child-Proof Locks on

Cabinets

Child-Proof Containers

Keep insecticides, drain cleaners

and other products stored in

kitchens, bathrooms etc. locked

away. These products can cause

severe damage.

All medication must be kept in

child-proof containers because

they look like candy, and 

 children will eat them if they

can reach them.

Resources

Florida Poison Control: 1-800-222-1222

Emergency Services: 911 

 
For more information visit https://www.cdc.gov/safechild/poisoning



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact the Clearinghouse 

850-644-1715 
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