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Co‐occurrence findings vary due to:
Differences in populations sampled and study
methods.
Samples of poor urban areas are likely to have higher
rates of co‐occurrence than affluent suburban areas.

Samples comprised of only shelter victims
are likely to have higher rates of co‐occurrence
than random community samples.
Differences in the type of harm observed.
Some studies only measure physical abuse, while
some observe both physical and emotional abuse.

Differences in definitions used.
Definitions used for terms such as child abuse,
exposure, or domestic violence vary between studies.
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McDonald R., Jouriles E. N., Ramisetty‐Mikler S., Caetano R, Green C. E. (2006). Estimating
the number of American children living in partner‐violent families. Journal of Family
Psychology, 20(1): 137‐142.
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The power and control dynamic of domestic violence frequently overlaps with child
maltreatment. One overlap is how perpetrators use threats and intimidation to control
their victims.
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Perpetrators use the children to control their victims.
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Perpetrators often have poor interpersonal boundaries and feelings of entitlement.
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The perpetrator may use economic abuse to control the victim.
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Child maltreatment and domestic violence are both heavily stigmatized. Thus, both forms
of abuse are likely to remain private matters.
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Children may physically experience domestic violence.
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Children may witness domestic violence both audibly and visually.
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National Coalition Against Domestic Violence. Domestic Violence and Substance Abuse.
Available at http://www.ncadv.org/files/SubstanceAbuse.pdf
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Many studies have shown that domestic violence is associated with various child
development problems and later adult problems; however, child resilience plays a part in
whether any one child will develop the issues discussed.
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Domestic violence may result in direct physical injury and/or psychological harm to
children.
• If a child tries to intervene during an episode of violence, the child may be physically
injured.
• Adult victims may over‐discipline in order to keep the perpetrator from getting angry.
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Domestic violence may interfere with the parenting a child receives.
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Children exposed to domestic violence are at a greater risk of developing various behavior
and emotional problems.
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Widom, C. S., and Maxfield, M. G. (2001). An Update on the Cycle of Violence, National
Institute of Justice, Washington, DC.
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Even though children exposed to domestic violence are at a greater risk of developing the
previously mentioned issues, each child experiences domestic violence differently.
Gewirtz, A. H. & Edleson, J. L. (2007). Young children's exposure to intimate partner
violence: Towards a developmental risk and resilience framework for research and
intervention. Journal of Family Violence, 22, 151–163.
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Here are some example questions to assess abuse. Please note that this is not a comprehensive list
of abusive behaviors. Even if a client answers no to every question, he/she could still be in a violent
relationship. This tool is not a standalone assessment for abuse. The intended purpose of this
questionnaire is to begin a conversation about domestic violence.
• Does your partner hit, kick, bite, or slap you?
• Has your partner ever threatened to seriously injure or kill you?
• Does your partner ever threaten or harm your children?
• Does your partner control how much money you can spend, or what you can buy?
• Does your partner control who you can be friends with and where you can go?
• Is your partner very jealous and possessive over you?
• Does your partner demand to know where you are and who you are with most or all of the time?
• Does your partner own a gun?
• Has your partner ever used a weapon against you or threatened you with a weapon?
• Has your partner ever threatened to commit suicide if things didn’t go their way (example: “I’ll kill
myself if you leave me” or “If I don’t get the kids, I’ll just shoot myself”)
• Has your partner intentionally destroyed your property?
• Have you recently broken up with your partner?
• Does your partner follow you or stalk you?
• Has your partner ever forced you to participate in sexual activities against your will, or had sex
with you without your consent?
• Does your partner call you names, yell at you, or say things like “you are worthless” or “no one
will ever love you”?
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Bragg, H. L. (2003). Child protection in families experiencing domestic violence. Washington,
DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration on Children Youth and
Families.
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Working with other agencies is critical for successful treatment of families experiencing
multiple forms of abuse.

30

In addition to knowing the agencies, you should cross‐train with those agencies in order to
work together effectively.
One of the biggest lessons learned form the 6 tests sites for the Greenbook imitative was
that cross‐training is essential for diverse agencies to work together effectively.

Other community agents:
Law enforcement
Prosecutors
Victim assistance staff
Civil courts
Civil court judges
Criminal courts
DV centers
Health care providers
Perpetrator’s intervention programs
Supervised visitation programs

31

32

Try the following case scenarios to test your knowledge.
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What statements has Mrs. Smith made to the staff that are alarming?
Mrs. Smith stated that she suspects her ex‐husband of abusing his other child, Darius, and
that he has abused Darius before.
How could the alleged abuse against Darius affect Phillip’s visitation?
According to Mrs. Smith, Brad is violent, as evident by the domestic violence injunction.
However, Brad is also apparently abusive towards Darius, his other child. Brad could
become violent at and before or after visitation with both Phillip and Mrs. Smith, as well as
staff members.
What should the staff member do?
All child abuse allegations should be taken seriously. A report to the abuse hotline should
be made by a staff member (INSERT HOTLINE NUMBER). Additionally, safety provisions
should be taken when Brad visits with Phillip. Staff members should be sure to document
all statements made about child abuse and domestic violence.
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What statements has Mrs. Jones made to the staff that are alarming?
Mrs. Jones is concerned that her ex‐husband is following her, and he is still stalking her,
which is something he has done in the past. Mrs. Jones has also stated that she is afraid of
Mr. Jones.
How could the stalking situation affect visitation?
Because both parents are in the same location for visits, Jeff could use this opportunity to
follow Mrs. Jones home after she leaves the visit. Jeff can also ask Julie to provide her
mother with messages that may be threatening or vicious, or even physically harm Mrs.
Jones before or after a visit outside or inside the visitation center.
What should the staff member do?
Every stalking situation is different. Staff should ask Mrs. Jones questions about her safety
concerns, discuss ways that she can protect herself (disabling GPS on her phone, recording
all instances of harassment and being followed, etc.), and discuss the possibility of a
stalking injunction. Staff should also provide resources for Mrs. Jones for legal assistance, a
shelter, and other victims services. Staff members should be sure to document all
statements made about child abuse and domestic violence.
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Research has identified six protective factors that can influence child maltreatment.
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1. Nurturing attachments is when a parent bonds with the child and the child trust the
parent to meet his/ her needs.
Helps build child resilience.
Gives children coping skills.
Teaches interpersonal skills.
2. Knowing about normal developmental stages is when a parent understands wheat a
child is capable of at different ages, both mentally and physically.
Prevents over‐discipline.
Helps control parental frustration.
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3. Having and using resilient coping skills is when parents develop healthy ways to deal
with parental stress.
Parent is less likely to project stress onto the child.
Parent is less likely to act out in anger towards the child.
4. Having supportive social connections is when parent has support systems in their life.
Gives the parent someone to turn to when they need help.
Gives the child a more secure environment.
Models good social relationships for the child.

40

5. Access to external support is when the parent can identify resources in the community
for support.
Gives the parent someone to turn in the community when they need help.
The parent can access resources that can help the child, such as health care, mental health,
and education.
6. Social and emotional competence of children is when children learn from their parents
how to express emotions in a healthy manner and build healthy relationships.
Child is better adjusted.
Child learns how to create healthy relationships.
Child is likely to do better in school.
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The following are non‐legal definitions for the purposes of this training. Check you local statutes for legal definitions.
Child Abuse

Any recent act or failure to act, on the part of a parent or caretaker, which results in death, serious physical or emotional harm,
sexual abuse or exploitation; or
An act or failure to act, which presents a serious risk of imminent harm.

Domestic Violence as defined by Florida Statutes § 741.28
Any assault, aggravated assault, battery, aggravated battery, sexual assault, sexual battery, stalking, aggravated stalking,
kidnapping, false imprisonment, or any criminal offense resulting in physical injury or death of one family or household member by
another family or household member.
Physical Abuse
The infliction of physical injury as a result of punching, beating, kicking, biting, burning, shaking or otherwise harming a child.
Child Neglect
Is characterized by failure to provide for the child’s basic needs. Neglect can be physical, educational, or emotional.
Sexual Abuse
Fondling a child’s genitals, intercourse, incest, rape, sodomy, exhibitionism, and commercial exploitation through prostitution or
the production of pornographic materials.
Emotional Abuse
Acts or omissions by the parents or other caregivers that have caused, or could cause, serious behavioral, cognitive, emotional, or
mental disorders.
Harm

Harm can occur when any person inflicts or allows to be inflicted upon the child physical, mental, or emotional injury.
In determining whether harm has occurred, the following factors must be considered:
the age of the child;
any prior history of injuries to the child;
the location of the injury on the body of the child;
the multiplicity of the injury;
and the type of trauma inflicted.

Examples of Harm:
Leaving a child without adult supervision or arrangement appropriate for the child’s age or mental or physical condition.
Failing to supply the child with adequate food, clothing, shelter, or health care, although financially able to do so or although
offered financial or other means to do so.
Exposing the child to a controlled substance or alcohol.
Engaging in violent behavior that demonstrates a wanton disregard for the presence of a child and could reasonably result in
serious injury to the child.
Negligently failing to protect a child in his or her care from inflicted physical, mental, or sexual injury caused by another.
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The following are link to applicable Florida Statutes.
Aggravated assault — FLA. STAT. § 784.021
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0700‐
0799/0784/Sections/0784.021.html
Aggravated battery — FLA. STAT. § 784.045
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=
&URL=0700‐0799/0784/Sections/0784.045.html
Assault— FLA. STAT. § 784.011
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=
&URL=0700‐0799/0784/Sections/0784.011.html
Battery — FLA. STAT. § 784.03
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0700‐
0799/0784/Sections/0784.03.html
Child Abuse — FLA. STAT. § 827.03
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=
&URL=0800‐0899/0827/Sections/0827.03.html
Domestic Violence — FLA. STAT.§ 741.28
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http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&
URL=0700‐0799/0741/Sections/0741.28.html
Indecent exposure — FLA. STAT. § 800.03
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&
URL=0800‐0899/0800/Sections/0800.03.html
Sexual battery — FLA. STAT. § 794.011
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&
URL=0700‐0799/0794/Sections/0794.011.html
Stalking and aggravated stalking — FLA. STAT. § 784.048
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&
URL=0700‐0799/0784/Sections/0784.048.html
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